APPENDIX 1
PROPOSED RULE:


PETITIONS
(1)
In this rule “petition” means any written matter directed at the Authority and signed by 25 or more Council Tax Payers of Merseyside and containing a request, representation, complaint or objection which falls within its function but does not include a response to a statutory advertisement of the proposal.

(2)
Petitions relating to matters which are the responsibility of the Appeals Committee shall not be considered.

(3)
When objections and representations about a proposal, which is the subject of a statutory advertisement, are considered, nothing in this rule shall prevent the decision maker from meeting and discussing with the petitioners any petition submitted in response to the statutory advertisement.

(4)
Any petition shall be brought to the attention of the Chairperson.  If the petitioner so requests a deputation comprising not more than 3 persons may present the petition to a panel comprising of the Chairperson, portfolio Member for the issue concerned, another Member and the Director. That panel shall have a report from an appropriate officer on the issues raised by the petition. One of the petitioner’s deputation or their local elected council representative shall be permitted to address the panel for not more than 5 minutes.

(5)
The Chairperson shall have discretion to amend the procedure, as necessary.

(6)
The Chairperson shall be responsible for responding to the issues raised by the petition. If the Chairperson so wishes he/she may refer the petition to the full Authority.


