AMENDMENT TO PROCEDURAL RULES - PETITIONS
WDA/12/08  

Recommendation

That the Authority amends its Procedural Rules to include a provision for the consideration of petitions as per Appendix 2 to this report.
AMENDMENT TO PROCEDURAL RULES - PETITIONS

WDA/12/08   

Report of the Director of Waste Disposal

1. Purpose of the report

To consider an amendment to the Procedural Rules to include an additional rule to determine how the Authority deals with petitions.

2. Background
2.1. The Authority has a set of Procedural Rules which sets out how the Authority conducts itself and forms part of the Authority’s constitution.
2.2. These Procedural Rules are reviewed on an annual basis and presented to the Authority for approval at its Annual Meeting each year.

3. Proposed Amendment
3.1. The Authority does not have a written procedure to determine how it deals with petitions received from local residents.

3.2. The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has recently published a consultation document seeking views on the strengthening of arrangements for the consideration of local petitions.  This consultation is open until March 2008. 
3.3. The DCLG consultation is in response to ‘The Governance of Britain Green Paper’, published in July 2007, which states that petitions can provide an important way for local communities to express their views collectively and generate local debate, and improve the connection between residents and local authorities. The Government, through its consultation process, is considering the introduction of a duty requiring local authorities to consider and investigate petitions from local communities, and guarantee a response on the issues which have been raised.

Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority

22nd February 2008

3.4. The statutory timetable for implementation of the recommendations from the DCLG consultation has yet to be determined.  Therefore, in order to ensure that the Authority is able to demonstrate its accountability and willingness to engage with citizens, current practice within local government has been used in the formulation of this report.

3.5. This report proposes an amendment to current Procedural Rules to include a specific rule to determine the process for responding to petitions.  A copy of the proposed rule is attached at Appendix 1.
3.6. The proposed rule defines what constitutes a petition and proposes the establishment of a panel to receive such petitions.  The panel would comprise of the Chairperson, lead member, a member of the opposition group and the Director. 

3.7. This rule also allows for a deputation to appear before the panel and for their chosen representative to present their case for a maximum of five minutes.

3.8. The proposed amendment has been added to the Authority’s Procedural Rules as Rule 27.  A full copy of the amended documents is attached at Appendix 2

4. Conclusion

4.1. Members are asked to consider the proposed amendment to the Authority’s Procedural Rules. 
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