
At our glass recycling plant in St Helens, Veolia is working with Knauf Insulation, the UK’s leading provider  
of high performance, sustainable insulation solutions, on a partnership with a difference. 

By providing a stable supply of high-quality recycled glass, we help Knauf Insulation secure its glass supply and maintain the recycled 
materials content (up to 80%) in the manufacture of its Glass Mineral Wool insulation solutions. What’s more, we reduce landfill  
burden and, because we all know that insulation makes our homes and offices more energy efficient, we also help substantially  

reduce carbon emissions. If that wasn’t enough, our £10 million investment in the region has also created 18 permanent jobs. 

Glass Recycling: A Cutting Edge Partnership 

 
 Glass  

Recycling -  
Circular  

Solutions

     COLLECTION
Mixed recycling  
is collected from 

homes and offices.

       DECONTAMINATION
Glass arrives at Veolia’s glass 
recycling plant where optical 

sorters and smart x-ray  
machines double-check for  

micro-contamination.

     ROOF AND WALL 
INSULATION

Glass cullet is melted  
in a furnace and 

 turned into Glass Mineral 
Wool insulation.

       FURNACE- 
READY CULLET

Fine particles (around 5%) are 
sent to the aggregate industry 
(replacing the need for virgin 
raw materials from quarries). 

95% of glass is turned into 
‘cullet’ and sent next door  

to Knauf Insulation. 

76,000 MWh  
energy saved 

that’s enough to make  
20 million wine bottles  

from scratch

12,000 tonnes  
CO2 equivalent avoided  

 that’s the same as removing  
7,000 cars from the  

road each year

 

of glass can be processed every 
month at our glass recycling plant

5,000 
tonnes

     SEPARATION
Trucks take it to our 
Materials Recovery 
Facility where we 

separate out  
the glass.
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP


