ANNUAL MEETING AND TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 2007/08
WDA/02/07  

Recommendation

That:

1. the Authority fix the date of its Annual Meeting for 2007/2008 and consider a programme of meetings for the Municipal Year; and

2. the Clerk to the Authority be granted delegated powers to make any future alterations to the timetable of meetings as deemed appropriate, in consultation with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Authority; and
3. Members note that the challenging timetable for the delivery of the Procurement Project is likely to lead to additional meetings being called at relatively short notice.

ANNUAL MEETING AND TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 2007/08

WDA/02/07  

Report of the Director of Waste Disposal

1. Purpose of the report

To request that the Authority fix a date for its Annual Meeting for 2007/2008 and consider a programme of meetings through the year.

2. Annual Meeting

2.1. Under the provisions of paragraph 6A of the Local Government Act  1972, the Annual Meeting of the Authority shall be held on such a day between 1st March and 30th June inclusively as the Authority may fix.

2.2. The Authority has in the past held its Annual Meeting to follow  those of the District Councils.  A date at the end of May allows all District Councils to have held their own annual meetings.  

2.3. Members should note that, with certain exceptions, a one month   period of notice of appointment to the Waste Disposal Authority is required.

2.4. In order to allow sufficient time for such appointments to become effective, the Authority normally holds its Annual Meeting at the end of June.  
2.5. The Authority has a statutory duty to approve and sign its Statement of Accounts by 30th June each year.  To allow sufficient time for any amendments arising from Members’ consideration of the accounts to take place before the statutory deadline, the second to last Friday in June is proposed.
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2nd  February 2007
2.6. Taking into account the scheduling requirements above, the proposed date for the Authority’s Annual Meeting is Friday, 22nd June 2007 at 2.00 pm 
3. Authority Meetings

3.1. In recent years, the Authority has scheduled only four meetings each year.  Where key decisions, particularly in relation to procurement or scrutiny items need to be considered by the Authority in the intervening period, special meetings have been arranged by the Clerk to the Authority, for which delegated powers are required.
3.2. Members are advised that a significant number of special meetings are anticipated during the next year to deal with key decisions relating to the Procurement Project.
3.3. It is therefore proposed to increase the number of meetings to six during 2007/08.  Whilst every effort has been made to schedule meetings to coincide with the timetable for key procurement decisions, it may still be necessary to call additional meetings or reschedule existing ones.

3.4. It has been the Authority’s practice to hold its ordinary meetings on Fridays at 2.00 p.m.  A review was undertaken during 2006 to consider alternative scheduling of meetings, however, Friday afternoons was reported as being the most convenient time for holding meetings for the majority of Members.

3.5. If the Authority agreed to the suggested date of 22nd June 2007 for the Annual Meeting, a provisional timetable of meeting dates is as follows:-

22nd June 2007 
(AGM and ordinary meeting)

10th August 2007

5th October 2007

7th December 2007
1st February 2008 
(Budget and ordinary meeting)

18th April 2008
4. Conclusion

4.1. Members are requested to agree the date of the Annual Meeting        and the timetable of meetings, subject to any variations they may wish to make.
4.2. Members are also requested to grant delegated powers, as in        previous years, to the Clerk to the Authority, in consultation with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Authority, to make any future alterations to the timetable of meetings as deemed appropriate.
The contact officer for this report is Mandy Valentine, MWDA, 6th Floor, North House, 17 North John Street, Liverpool L2 5QY.

Email: mandy.valentine@merseysidewda.gov.uk 

Tel:
0151 255 1444

Fax:
0151 227 1848

The background documents to this report are open to inspection in accordance with Section 100D of The Local Government Act 1972 – Nil.
