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At the Meeting of the Authority

held on Friday 22nd June 2007

Present :
Councillor Cluskey



Councillor Salter


Councillor Crowther


Councillor Turner



Councillor Baldock


Councillor Bridson


Councillor Lonergan



1.
Appointment of Chairperson

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Cluskey be appointed Chairperson.

Resolved that Councillor Cluskey be appointed Chairperson for the 2007/08 Municipal Year.

The Chairperson took this opportunity to welcome new Members to the Authority and to pay tribute to the previous Members.

2.
Appointment of Deputy Chairperson

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Salter be appointed Deputy Chairperson.

Resolved that Councillor Salter be appointed Deputy Chairperson for the 2007/08 municipal year.

3.
Apologies for Absence


An apology for absence was received from Councillor Quinn.


4.
Declarations of Interests by Members and Officers


There were no declarations of interest.
The following item had not been notified three clear working days in advance of the meeting, however, the Chairman agreed to it being considered as a matter of urgency. 

5.
To hear and respond to any question submitted by a Member of the 

Public in accordance with Procedural Rule 10.

Members of the Public may ask questions of the relevant portfolio holder 
at ordinary meetings of the Authority in accordance with Section 10 of the 
Authority’s Procedural Rules.


The following questions were received but no members of the public attended the meeting to put forward their question:
1. SUBMITTED BY: Dorothy Tunnah, Johnstown, Wrexham

Do MWDA consider swearing at and making two fingered gestures to peaceful gate protesters, some of whom are elderly ladies, is acceptable conduct of MWT drivers / drivers of vehicles operated by other waste management companies that use the Hafod Quarry Landfill and what specific action will be taken against any driver who is proven with photographic evidence and / or corroborated witness statements to have behaved in this way?
2. SUBMITTED BY: Pauline Smout, Ruabon, Wrexham
If evidence were provided that a member of the Hafod landfill Site Management and / or Strategic Management of MWH had lied to the Regulatory Authorities what action would be taken against them by MWDA?
3. SUBMITTED BY: Graham Jones, Johnstown, Wrexham
Are the MWDA concerned by the ‘carbon footprint’ resulting from the transportation of Merseyside waste to Hafod Landfill site and what steps in the short, medium and long term are being taken to reduce this?

4. SUBMITTED BY: Howard Jones, Johnstown, Wrexham
Indications are that the Modification Order in its current form is very likely to be rejected by the Welsh Assembly Government; if this occurs what plans do have MWH for the Hafod Landfill site and how will their obligations to the MWDA be satisfied?

5. SUBMITTED BY: John Stewart, Johnstown, Wrexham
Nearly two million extra visitors are expected to attend events associated with Liverpool 08, Capital of Culture.  What is going to happen to the extra waste they produce; is this going to end up in Hafod?
6. SUBMITTED BY: Barbara Davies, Johnstown, Wrexham

If it so decided could the MWDA encourage or force MWH not to tip waste at Hafod Landfill Site and would any financial penalty result? 

7. SUBMITTED BY: Gillian Davies, Wrexham

Hafod Landfill is a No Smoking Site; notices to this effect are clearly visible on the entrance to the site and inside.  Why therefore do MWH staff and contractors systematically drive into the site (passed Site Managers) smoking, and assuming they do not forgo cigarettes all day and given they are never seen outside the premises as is common outside other work places, where do these employees smoke during the day?
Resolved that answers to the above questions be forwarded to the members of the public identified above and circulated to Members.

6.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th April 2007

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2007 be approved and signed as a correct record.


7.
Scheme of Delegation and Procedural Rules 2007/08

WDA/18/07


The Authority considered a report recommending proposed amendments to the Authority’s Procedural Rules and a new set of rules in relation to Access to Information. 



Resolved that:

1. the revised Procedural Rules attached to the report be approved; and

2. the current Scheme of Delegations be adopted for the 2007/08 Municipal Year.
8.
Questions on the Discharge of Functions

WDA/17/07

The Authority considered a report seeking nominations as to which Members should be responsible for answering questions on behalf of the Authority at their respective constituent Council proceedings.

Resolved that the under mentioned Councillors be nominated to answer questions at their Council proceedings on the discharge of functions of this Authority, in accordance with Section 41 of the Local Government Act 1985.

Knowsley MBC

Councillor Lonergan

Liverpool CC


No determination made at the meeting

St Helens MBC

Councillor Crowther

Sefton MBC


Councillor Cluskey

Wirral MBC


Councillor Salter

9.
Grievance Procedure

WDA/26/07


The Authority considered a report seeking approval to a revised Grievance Procedure which aimed to ensure that grievances are dealt with quickly.
Resolved that:

1. the Grievance Procedure attached at Appendix 2 to the report be approved subject to staff consultation; and
2. delegated powers be granted to the Director to agree minor amendments to the Grievance Procedure which do not fundamentally alter the procedure.
10.
Appointments and Representations

WDA/19/07

A report was submitted outlining the roles and responsibilities of Members and the terms of reference and powers of the Authority to be delegated to the Appeals Committee and the Governance and Audit Committee.  Members considered the membership of these Committees and representation on other bodies.  


Resolved that:

1. the roles and responsibilities are agreed as follows:

a. Councillor Cluskey (Strategy and Forward Planning, Finance, Performance Management, Best Value, Procurement, Sustainability)

b. Councillor Salter (Risk Management and Audit portfolio and supporting Councillor Cluskey in Procurement)

c. Councillor Baldock (Communications and PR)

d. All Members (Scrutiny, Public Consultation)

2. the terms of reference and the delegation of powers of the Authority to the Appeals Committee and the Governance and Audit Committee be approved as presented at the meeting;

3. Membership of the Authority’s Committees be as follows:

a. Appeals Committee

Councillors Salter, Lonergan, Tattersall and Crowther.

b. Governance and Audit Committee

Councillors Turner, Lonergan, Baldock and Tattersall

4. representations on other bodies for the 2007/08 Municipal Year be as follows:-

a. The Board of Mersey Waste Holdings Limited

Councillor Cluskey

b. The Board of Bidston Methane

Councillors Crowther, Turner and Salter

c. North Western Local Authorities’ Employers’ Organisation

Councillor Turner

11. Matter referred for Scrutiny:


HWRC’s Commercial Vehicle Permit Scheme

WDA/22/07

A proposal had been made under the Executive Decision process and in line with the Authority’s Scheme of Delegation, the matter was called in for scrutiny by two Members.  The proposal related to the introduction of a Commercial Vehicle Permit Scheme at Household Waste Recycling Centres.

Resolved that:

1. the recommendations to the report not be approved; and

2. the Director prepare a further Executive Decision to consider the options for a trialled or phased introduction of the scheme.
12.
HWRC’s Review of Capacity - Wirral


WDA/24/07

Members were presented with a petition that had been received from Councillor Alan Jennings (Clatterbridge Ward, Wirral MBC) requesting an additional ‘Bring Site’ in the South Wirral.  Members were asked to consider a proposed response to the petition.  

Resolved that:

1. the petition received from Councillor Alan Jennings regarding the Clatterbridge Household Waste Recycling Centre attached at Appendix 1 be noted;
2. Members note the existing commitment of the Authority in procuring new Household Waste Recycling Centres across Merseyside and in particular within Wirral, as part of the implementation of the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Merseyside (JMWMS); and
3. the draft letter from the Chairperson of the Authority (attached at Appendix 2) be approved which highlighted progress in the review of HWRC coverage on Wirral and commitment to an additional facility, subject to successful site identification, acquisition and planning outcomes.
13.
Audit Plan 2007/08

WDA/20/07

A report was submitted which sought the Authority’s approval to the content of the Audit Plan to be undertaken by the Audit Commission in 2007/08.  

Resolved that the Audit Plan for 2007/08 be approved.
14.
Outturn Report 2006/07

WDA/21/07

A report was submitted requesting that Members note the final outturn position with regard to the Authority’s Capital and Revenue Expenditure in 2006/07.  

Resolved that:

1. Members note the final outturn position with regard to the Authority’s Capital and Revenue Expenditure for 2006/07; and

2. Members note the final outturn with regard to the Authority’s Prudential Indicators as included in Appendix 3.
15.
Statement of Accounts 2006/07

WDA/23/07

A report was submitted presenting Members with the Authority’s Statement of Accounts for 2006/07.  Members were informed the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (as amended 2006) places a duty on the Authority to prepare and publish its Statement of Accounts by 30th June 2007.

Resolved that:

1. the Authority’s Statement of Accounts for 2006/07 be approved; 

2. delegated powers of the Authority be granted to the Treasurer in consultation with the Chairperson to make minor amendments to the Statement Accounts; and

3. the Chairperson of the Authority sign and date the Statement of Accounts as required. 

16.
Exclusion of the Public

Resolved that the public be excluded from the meeting during



consideration of the following item for the reason stated.



Minute
Reason (under the Local Government Act 1972)

17

Exempt information concerning the financial or 



business affairs of a particular company (Paragraph 3



of Schedule 12A)

17.
Capital Programme 2007/08

WDA/25/07

A report was submitted seeking approval to set the overall Capital Programme for 2007/08 which reflects the Authority’s current circumstances and needs.  


Resolved that:

1. the Authority approve a programme of capital expenditure in the sum of £24,018K for 2007/08; and

2. the Authority approve the revision to its Prudential Indicators attached at Appendix 3 to the report.

