Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority

At a meeting of the Authority

held on Friday 13th August 2004

Present:

Councillor Fletcher




Councillor Swann




Councillor Oglethorpe




Councillor Keaveney




Councillor Small




Councillor Cluskey




Councillor Salter





Councillor Moseley

1.
Appointment of Chairman

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Fletcher be appointed Chairman.

Resolved that Councillor Fletcher be appointed Chairman for the 2004/05 Municipal Year.

2.
Appointment of Deputy Chairman

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Swann be appointed Deputy Chairman.

Resolved that Councillor Swann be appointed Deputy Chairman for the 2004/05 municipal year.

3.
Apologies for Absence


An apology for absence was received from Councillor Tattersall.

4.
Declaration of Interest by Members and Officers

Councillor Fletcher declared an interest in Item 9 of the agenda, recorded hearwith as minute 9 in relation to his position as Chairman of the Board of Mersey Waste Holdings Limited.

5.
Minutes of Meeting held on 7th May 2004

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 7th May 2004 be approved and signed as a correct record.

6. Membership of the Authority

WDA/43/04

A report was submitted informing the Authority of the changes in Membership following notification from the constituent district councils of Merseyside.

Resolved that the report be noted.

7.
Scheme of Delegation

WDA/37/04

The Authority reviewed the Scheme of Delegation which supports the new decision-making system adopted by the Authority from 1st April 2004. 

Resolved that the current Scheme of Delegation be adopted for the 2004/05 Municipal Year.

8.
Questions on the Discharge of Functions


WDA/36/04

The Authority considered a report seeking nominations as to which Members should be responsible for answering questions on behalf of the Authority at their respective constituent Council proceedings.

Resolved that the under mentioned Councillors be nominated to answer questions at their Council proceedings on the discharge of functions of this Authority, in accordance with Section 41 of the Local Government Act 1985.

Knowsley MBC

Councillor Swann

Liverpool CC


Councillor Small

St Helens MBC

Councillor Fletcher

Sefton MBC


Councillor Cluskey

Wirral MBC


Councillor Salter

9.
Appointments and Representations


WDA/28/04

A report was submitted outlining the roles and responsibilities of Members and the terms of reference and powers of the Authority to be delegated to an Appeals Committee and a proposed Governance and Audit Committee.  Members considered the membership of these Committees and representation on other bodies.  The Chairman informed Members that although his nomination as the Authority’s representative on the Board of Mersey Waste Holdings was not due to expire until 2005, he proposed to resign his position and sought nominations for representation on this board, as recorded in paragraph 4 (c) below.



Resolved that:

1. the roles and responsibilities of Members be defined for the 2004/05 Municipal Year as follows:

a. Councillor Fletcher (Strategy and Forward Planning, Finance, Performance Management, Best Value, Communications and PR)

b. Councillor Cluskey (Procurement, Risk Management and Audit)

c. All Members (Scrutiny, Public Consultation)

2. the terms of reference and the delegation of powers of the Authority to the Appeals Committee and the Governance and Audit Committee be approved as presented at the meeting;

3. Membership of the Authority’s Committees be as follows:

a. Appeals Committee

Councillors Salter, Swann, Cluskey and one opposition Member

b. Governance and Audit Committee

Councillors Swann, Small and two opposition Members

4. representations on other bodies for the 2004/05 Municipal Year be as follows:-

a. The Board of Mersey Waste Holdings Limited

Councillor Swann

b. The Board of Bidston Methane

Councillors Fletcher, Swann and Salter

c. North Western Local Authorities’ Employers’ Organisation

Councillor Fletcher

10.
Audit Plan 2004/05


WDA/39/04

A report was submitted detailing the content of the Audit Plan for 2004/05 to be undertaken by the Audit Commission.


Resolved that the content of the Audit Plan 2004/05 be approved.

11.
Financing of Capital Expenditure


WDA/41/04

The Authority considered a report detailing capital expenditure and its resourcing for 2003/04 and seeking approval of formal determinations required under Part IV of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989.


Resolved that:

1. Members note the Capital Outturn and Financing for 2003/04; and

2. the following Determinations be made as required under the Local Government and Housing Act 1989:-

a. Section 63(1) Determination
£366,046 to be charged to revenue accounts in respect of Minimum Revenue Provision set aside as provision for credit liabilities in 2003/04.

12.
Statement of Accounts


WDA/40/04

A report was submitted presenting Members with the Statement of Accounts for 2003/04 for their approval.



Resolved that:

1. the Statement of Accounts 2003/04 be approved; and

2. the Chairman signs and dates the Statement of Accounts as required.

13.
Exclusion of the Public



Resolved that the public be excluded from the meeting during



consideration of the following item for the reason stated.



Minute
Reason (under the Local Government Act 1972)

14
Exempt information relating to the proposed terms in the course of negotiations for a contract (Paragraph 9 of Schedule 12A)

14.
Household Waste Recycling Centres

Best Practice Assessment Report


WDA/39/04

The Authority considered a report outlining the findings of a recent assessment of Merseyside Household Recycling Centres (HWRC’s) carried out by Network Recycling.  Members were asked to consider implementing a system to restrict the use of certain classes of vehicles delivering waste to the HWRC’s and negotiate additional operational changes proposed in the Network Recycling report to minimise waste and improve recycling performance.


Resolved that:

1. the operational changes and the intentions of the Director to implement these as soon as possible subject to negotiations with Mersey Waste Holdings Limited (MWHL) be noted; and

2. a system of waste input control be approved, utilising a ban on commercial vehicles and certain trailers together with a permit system for residents whose only viable form of transport is a commercial-type vehicle and that following discussions with MWHL, a detailed proposal be the subject of a future Executive Decision by the Director.

